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CHAPTER XI

was cleared appreciably, and peace and tranquillity
reigned a while; the kingdom owed these happy
events to the monarch who governed it.

The outstanding personality of the second half
of Louis XV s reign was Etienne-Frangois, Due de
Choiseul and d'Amboise; and between 1757 and
1770 this great minister did sterling service.

He had his master's full approbation, and re-
ceived from him valuable tokens of friendship and
confidence. He was vilified by all the writers and
pamphleteers of the time, but a voluminous cor-
respondence leaves no doubt as to his intelligence
and his courage.

Holding the ministry for foreign affairs in 1758,
he had shown exceptional talents and faithfully
served France's interests; in recognition of these
talents he was charged with the conduct of wars
and of the navy; these offices he shared with his
cousin the Due de Choiseul-Praslin. But Mme de
Pompadour's death came as a blow to his influence,
for she had always tenderly fostered his brilliant
career; and various conflicts brought him up
against the Comtesse du Barry, who extorted from
the king an order for his exile; it was an unjust
order given in a moment of weakness, and one
which could in no wise be justified in the eyes of
the nation. However Choiseul took it philoso-
phically, and lived till 1785 on his fine estate at
Chanteloup, devoting himself to literature and the
arts.